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Hay Audience of His Excellency the Govzaxovn, PS 

His Honour the Lieut. Govxxxovn, and the — 

Honourable the Council and Repreſe pratives of 


the Province: Being the Thurſday alter Us EE 4 
Excellency's Arrival here, 150 
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By Thomas Prince, M. A. 


And one. of the Paſtors of the South Church. FR 44 | 
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P S A L M LAXVIL. 7, 72 


— He brought him to Feed Jacos bis People, and | 
ISRAEL bis Inheritance; ſo he Fed them according 
to the Integrity of 1 his Heart, and Guided en ty 
the 8 thy his Hands. e IO 


HE 1 meaning * the Text is « plainly 5 
. the moſt high 
who rules among the ſons of Men 
and beſtows the Government on 
whom He pleaſes, having an Eye to 
be . e of his Pe cople Iirael, 
£41 and having choſen and i his 
Servaje David; He by a ſpecial Providence conduct 

ed Him to the chief Seat of Power among them: To 
this He bro*t Him for this great End, that He night | 
Feed & Guide them; and being thus advanced 

took care to anſwer i it in his ſucceeditig Government 3 

| dingto'the Integrity of his Heart, . 

„fee 25 Ho Hands. 
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Civil Rulers 


n T in treating af the Words I ſhall not enter into 
iſtorical Perl, either of the ſignal ſteps of Pro- 


Ex "widens in condudting Him to ſo great a Charge, or 


of the various Inſtances of his wiſe and faithful Exe. 


cutiorrof it. I ſhall only take a tranſient view of the 


things moſt obyious in the Paſſages pow read, and 


then propoſe. thoſe Heads to a'more particular con- 


ſideration which they naturally ſuggeſt, and that will 


cally direct us to apply them to our r ſelves. 


| Any berg are theſe 4 Things — 


x. Ta Singular Relation between the Bleſſed 
ND. and that ancient People. _ 


1 2. His ſpecial Providence acknowledge d i in = 


up and bringing ſuch a one as David to the chic 

_ Seat of Power amo ng them. ; | 
3: "Tas principal and gracious End obſerved of 

this Providential Diſpenſation. 1 

4. & laſtly, David*s wiſe and upright anſwering 

ch great End in his ſucceeding Government. 


1. THE Singular Relation berween the Bleſſed 


GOD and that ancient People. And this is ſome- 
what more em pharically re — by doubling the 
Expreſſion , tho? with ſome Variety --- 7. Jace bis . 
gh, and Iſrael bis Inheritance. EX . 


Br Jacob & Iſrael we know is meant the 8 3 


5 * by theſe Names are here meant the People iſſuing 
from that ancient Patriarch that bare them. In the 


Hebrew tis in Jacob & in Iſrael --- poffibly to 
ſignity his adminiſtring among them rather as a 


| Friend and elder Brother, then his ruling. over them 
as a forreign and imperious Lord, - And. it is not 


fimply ſaid, in Jacob or 1/tacl but in Jacob bis. 


People, and Iſrael his Inheritance. How oſten does. 
the Bleſſed Gop delight to file HimlFin Scriprus 3 
the God of: Jacob, and the God of Iſrael ? And here 
their ſingular Relation to Him as by People and In- 
. heritance 1 is very 3 obſerved, wo AS w Itluſtra. 


to 


don of his ſpecial Favour to them in plating ſuch 3 
one 25 David over them, and of the groan uy 4 


Him in ſetting Him at the Head of ſuch a People. 


= W . have bis ſpecial Providence acknowledged . 
in raiſing up and bringing ſo qualified a Perſon as 
70 


David to the chief Seat of Power among then. 


In the yo verſe, tis ſaid, He choſe and took Him, 


j, e. at firſt from his more private Station; and thro 
various Providential Changes; now He brings Him to 
take the Chair of Government. , Whatever. means 
were uſed by David or his Friends; yet the princi 
Agency and Conduct of this Affair is here religiouſly 


mates, that in all this matter He had a ſpeci 
the Good of his People. 


— 9 4 
o 


| F Wx have then the principal and gracious End 
obſe 1 


ved in this Providential Diſpenſation. 
Ir was to Feed & Guide his People I/rael. I add 
the word to Guide, becauſe tis added in the following 


Paſſage. It was for this great End that Gov at firſt 


had choſen Him, as the Tribes of Jae} themſelves 


obſerved to Him, when they firſt aſſembled to receive 


his Government. 1 Chron. x1. , 2. Then all Iſrael 


gathered themſelves to David, unto Hebron ſaying ; 
Behold --- the Lord thy God ſaid unto Thee, Thou © 


ſpall Exxp my People Iſrael, and T hou ſpalt be Ruler 
over my People ral. So in that 


in Hebrew, as well as in our Tranflation. It is true 


indeed, our Engliſh Margin to the former Place, for 


Feed, ſays, or Rule: But this is but a mere Comment 
quke beſides the known meaning of the word in the 


Original: And the Deſign of the Tranſlators muſt 
be rather only to give the Reader a general Idea, that 
to Feed a People is to Rule them, without explaining 


Anus 


the ingular Intention of the Metaphor, © = | 


aſcrib'd to Gov. And the Expreſſion N intl- 
view to 


5 ell Place to 
this, 2 Sam. v. 1, 2. Where we have the fame word 
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Amp what can this imply, but that Civil Rulerz 
have the weighty care of the Feople devolved on them: 
And their Superiour Office is to ſeek their Welfare; 
to lead them, and to be careful of them, as a faithful 
SazrARp of his tender Flock. = 7 


4 & laſtly; Then we have David's wiſe and up. 


right Anſwering this Great End in his Succeedin 
Government. © So He fed them according to the 
e Integrity of his Heart, and guided them by the 


Don Inte rity ſome tranſlate it; Innocence, ſome 
| Simplicity, ſome Tranquility, & lome Perfection: (b 

i. e. with a ſincere, upright and honeſt ' mind : 6 

Regarding more the Fublick Good then his own ad- 

vantage: (g) and governing with great Calmneſs 

and Moderation. By this excellent Example ſays a 

learned Expoſitor, Civil Governours may ſee that they 

are the Publick Shepards of their People ; who. are 

committed to them for Protection, and not for Ser- 

vitude : nor is the Commonwealth to be accounted as 

their Property, but rather they are to be devoted to 

he Publick- Beret {a} th dee nt fe ans 

SKILFULNESS, in the Original is of the 

Plural Number; and ſignifies both Underſtanding, 

Judgment, Prudence and Dexterity, - (4) It is as 

If He had ſaid, He guided them with the utmoſt Cir- 

cumſpection, that He might neither hurt nor neglect 

his People, (g) nor let others hurt them, and with 

the greateſt Wiſdom. (i) And *tis faid, with Skilful- 

_ neſs of Hands, to ſignifſy, that there was not only 

great Prudence in his Councils, but alſo in the Pro- 

Karsten of them. i. e. He took care to act as wiſely 

, as He thought : and in ſhort He manag' d all thingy 

in his Adminiſtration, as became a: Wiſe and Skilful 
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doth ey | 
Ax all this is doubtleſs mentioned 48 4 —_ 


and Laſting Teſtimony, bath of his own Fidelit 
Honour, and of his Peo 2 Happineſs, as 8 as of 


Gop's articular Re gar 


and Far for that diſtin- 
iſhed Nation, and for a fair Example to —— 


ulers in all ot hers. 


Aup thus much for he Words rhemſtlves-—- we 
now proceed to thoſe general Heads which they 
readily ſuggeſt; and that equal Coneern every other 
People of a religious Chara And agreable to the 
. vowed 11 reren to ſhow you theſe four 
things, . 

1. 65 what accounts may any be faid to be the 

People atid Inheritance of Gov . 

2. Tr his ſpecial Providence is to be acknow- 
ledged in bringing Perſons to the chicf Place of 
Tower among them. 


2; THAx it is to Feed and Guide ther. as aShe- 1 5 


” phetil that He thus advances them. 
4. and laſtly, Tzar it is their own great and: laſt⸗ 
5 ing Honour, as well as their People's Happineſs, 
to anſwer the great Ends of their Exaltation, and 


to Feed and Guide them with Integrity. andSkil- | | 


fulneſs. 


I. O N what actounts may any be faid to be the. ry 


2 le and Inheritance of GO D. 
ow this was for man) Ages limited to the Houſs 
of Jacob. The People 3 from that illuſtrious 
Patriarch are in multfeudes 0 fp aces of, Holy 8 
challenged by Gop Himſelf for wy own W 
distinction from all others. 5 4 


Tas; Ground of this no doubt was 1 f cl 
Covenant which Gop had firſtly made with = 
ham, coi fining it to his Poſterity by 1/aac ; and chen 


4 * 1 5 | 


with Him, re e it to his by Zacch ; and then 


155 Him, he it to all his Offs ting without 
bach is e oh lich account He often calls them 
y this difti ing an of His People; 

ten W bile 5 
to 


Y Were in y 1 both in Diſcourſe | 


7 
? 


6 5 Cuil Rulers, 


to Moſes and in his Meſſages to Pharaoh zds in Exod. 


III. 6,---10. Jam tha, God of thy Father, the Goa 
of Abraham, the God of Iſaac and the God of Jacob 
I have ſurely ſeen the Afﬀiittion of ny People 


"which are in Egypt and I will ſend thee to Pha. 
raoh, that thou mayſt bring forth my People the 


Children of Iſrae} out of E 78 And Chap. V. I. 
Thus ſaith the Lord God of Iſrael; Let my People 
go, &c. And as if this were not enough; He further 


tells them, in Chap. VI. 6,75. I will redeem and take 


you to tne for a People, and Iwill be to you à Grd Fe. 


Veo their coming out of the Red Sea, and their 


wonderful Deliverance from their mighty and pur- 
ſuing Enemies, the peculiar Character increas'd upon 
them. And in the Proſpect of it Moſes ſings: thus 
triumphantly to Gon, Exod. XV. 135 16. Thou in 
thy mercy haſt led forth the People, which Thou 

. haſt redeemed : Thon haſt guided them by thy 
ro thy Holy Habitation -- Try Debra (Thad. 


rength 
The People which T hou haſt redeemed f. And the 


fame divine Hiſtorian tells them in Deut. IV. 20. The 


Loxp hath brought you forth out of Egypt, to be 1 
Him a People of InuzrITANCE, &G. 


Bur that which finiſhed this diſtinguiſhing Rela- 


tion, was the moſt publick, mutual Tranſaction be- 
teen the Gon of their Fathers and the whole Body 
of that People, about TWO Months after, in their 
Incampment in the Wilderneſs, and about Mount 
Sinai. © Then the Loxp came to * Sinai, He rok 
cc up fromSeir unto them, He ſhined forth from mount 
c gran, He came with Ten Thouſands of his Saints:” 
And then He told them as in Exod. XIX. 5.8. 


——— — — — — — 


180 Exod. XVIII. 1. & Deut. XXI. 8g. 
* Deut XXXIIL 2. For ſo the Hebrew Min which com. 
monly fignifies From is ſometimes put for £9 by theln- 
terpretation of the Holy Ghoft Himſelf, 2 Sam, VI.z. | 
1 hr XIII.5. [So Ila. LIX. 20. Rom,X1I.26.]. So, 
1 King, VIII. 30. 2 Chr. VI. 21, Ge. See de, 


Raiſed up, &. 7 


Ye have ſeen what I did to the Exyptians;and how I 
bare you on 2 85 Wings, ald rought ' you ro my 


ſelf: Now therefore, if ye will obey my voice indeed, 


and keep my Covenant; then ye ſhall beaPezcvian 
Por LE TO ME above all People; and ye Hall be to 

mea Kingdom of Prieſts and an Holy Nation And 
all the People anſwered togerher and ſaid, all that 


the Lord hath ſpoken we will do. And now came 


forth the fiery Law, in the midſt of Thunders, Light- 
nings, the Mountain burning, the Smoke aſcending 
like the Smoke of a Furnace, and the Voice of Gop 


exceeding loud --- 1 am the Lord thy God, which 


have brot thee out of the Land of Egypt, out of the 
nel "—_ ; Fhou foal have no other gods hut 
me, 1 6. | | | : I Re og | 
How auguſt & ſolemn is this Divine Confederacy! 
And *tis to this no doubt that Moſes afterwards alludes | 
in Deut. xxv1. 17,18. Thou haſt avouched the Lord 
this Dav to be thy GOD; and the Lord bath a- 
vouched Thee this Day to be his peculiar People, © 


On theſe Accounts that ancient People were then 
diſtinguiſhed from others. And that they might 
ſo continue, they -wereforbidden' of Co to mmgle 
with other Nations; and not '6nly to learn their groſs 
Idolatries, but alſo their ſuperſtitious & uninftituted 
Rites and Cuſtoms. And the Reaſon alledg'd is this, 
in Deut. vi1. 6. & xiv: 2. For Thou art an Holy 
People to the Lord thy God: andthe Lord thy God 
has choſen Thee to be a peculiar People ro Himſelf, 
above all the Nations that are on the Barth, © 


From this time forward they are erpetually call'd 


His People Hrael, and Iſrael his Inheritance, and 


ſometimes both together: And thus ſays Moſes, Deut. 
XXXII. 9. For the Lord's Portion is his People, and 
Jacob is the Lot of his Inheritance. e 
7 VVV | 


W 


|} Exod XIX & XX. So Deut. IV. 25,29. 1 Kings 
bh Val, $1. Ky SEAT A. 


% 


Ap they are call'd His People --- Becauſe He 
arated them from the reſt of Men to ſerve Him; 
To them He reveal'd Himſelf by ſpecial Inſpirations, 

to them He gave his lively Oracles, and by mutual 
and publick Conſent he receiv'd them into a ſpecial 

Covenant: And --- His Inheritance, Becauſe they 


$ dun Rulers | 
1 
| 


were to be intirely his, to acknowledge none but 


Him; and to intityate the dear Account He made of 

them, that he delighted in them, dwelt among them, 
would poſſeſs and keep and plead for them as Men 
their own Inheritance, and that not only they but 


ſively, (.4.) and Bleged is the Nation w_ God is 


Inheritance, Vial. xxx111. 12. 


fin'd his People to this ſingle Nation. 2 N 
| To this I only anſwer -- That the Reaſon of hi 


ſingling out his numerical People for his own pe- 


KReaſons of his ſetting apart /ome particular Nation for 
Himſelf, may be ſuch as theſe --- There was a ſpecial 

' Revelation to be made for the ule of the World, and the 
Meſſias was to be Born and known according to the 
ancient Promiſes, and after a long and earneſt Expecta- 
tion. In order to theſe great Events of univerſal mo- 
ment to the World it was very requiſite that He ſhou'd 
have adiſtinguiſh'd People of publick Worſhi pers and 
Prophets to receive his Inſpirations and authentickly 
tranſmit them to the reſt of Men, It was alſo fitting 
that the great Meſ/ias ſhould be born among them 
with ſuch certainCharactersas were publickly known 


fully ſatisfied of his appearance. The Evidence of all 
which things could not have been ſo eaſily made out, 
had the religious & inſpired People been diſperſed here 
and there thro? the idolatrous Nations over all the 
Earth, and not collected into one Community, p 


F : 7 . 


(%.) 4. Jcclſ en on Dye XXXII. 9. 
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their Children after them were alſo to be his ſucceſ. 


the Lord, and the People He bath choſen for his own 


Bor wherefore was it that the Bleſſed Gos con- 


cular, is Te his Sovereign Pleaſure. But the 


and look'd for, that the reſt of Men might be more 
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Raiſed up, &. 4 


Axp the particular Reaſons why the Sovereign 


Go was pleas'd to ſeparate One Nation only for 
his People, and not inlighten the reſt for ſo many 
Ayes, ſeem to be ſuch as theſe--- That He might 


 teftifyhis high Diſpleaſure at the firſt Apoſtacy and 


after Sins of Men; That he might ſhow the Inſuffi- 
ciency of Nature's Light to keep us from the groſſeſt 


Errors, and the abſolute neceffity of ſpecial Revelations; 
that he might prepare the World for the glad Recep- 


tion of them ; laftly, That his Bleſſed Son. in- 
carnate might have the Glory of extending his ſaving 


light & Kingdom unto every Nation. 


Ax now his People are no more confined to the 
Sons of Hrael: But the People of every Kingdom, 
Country & Community that know and own Him in 
theſe ſpecial Revelations are accounted by Him as his 
People, and more emmently thoſe that are devoted to 
Him in a Publick Covenant and obey his Laws. For 
to ſuch diſpers'd abroad, the Apoſtle ſays, 1 Pet. II. 
9,10. But ye are a choſen Generation, a royob Prieft- 
hood, an holy Nation, a peculiar People; that ye 


ſhould fbew forth the Praiſes of Him that has call*d you 
out of Darkneſs into his marvellous Light : which in 
time paſt were not a People, but are now the People 


of God. 


Aup the happy time is doubtleſs haſtening of 


which we read the Prophecy in Iſa. x1x. 24, 25. In 
that Day ſpall Iſrael be the third with Egypt and 


with Aſſyria even a Bleſſing in the midſt of the Land; 


whom the Lord of Hoſts ſpall Bleſ$ ſaying, 1 be 
Egypt my People, and Aſſyria the work of my 
and Iſrael mine Inheritance. Then all the Sons of 


Men ſhall know and own the Bleſſed Gon: His 
People ſhall be one great Company over all the Earth, 
and as the Plalmiſt ſpeaks, He ſhall inherit al} Nati. 
ung, Pſal. LXxXXxII. 8. But whether this ſhall be, till 
the preſent Erame of theſe inclement Heavens and f 


this vitiated Earth ſhall be diſſolvd and refin'd by Fire, 
and the new Earth appear wherein dwells Rightequſ- 
neſs, I leave to be conſidered. 4 


In 


Tands, | 


the Houſe of 


© that we adore Him in thoſe Inftances that become 
5e this Relation of his being our God. And this we 
do, when we feriouſly'call upon. Him and Pray to 
e Him: when we do intirely depend on Him, and 
| © reſign up our ſelves wholly to his Conduct, when 


cc 


10 | Civil: Nulers 


Ix the mean while, as I have already hinted, Go 
Feber People are neither now confined to Lands 2 

ingdoms, nor yet to any Sects or Parties among 
Profeſſing Chriſtians : But all that own and ſerve him 
according to the Scripture Revelations, are accepted 
i,, Ibo FL D < Yale 
As ſince the Terms ofour being His People and 
his being our & O Y are mutual & reciprocal ; let me 


take the Liberty of reciting a few Paſſages of the late 


excellent gr, Burnet, in a Sermon Preach'd before 

ommons on the firſt Publick Thanks. 
giving after the Rxvoluriox, and re- printed in this 
Town 'Thirty-nine Years ago. They are from theſe 


Words, Yea happy is that People whoſe GOD i; 
#he LORD, And are as follow, | + ED. 


Tua the Lord is our GO O ſignifies that we 


ec adore and worſhip Him in Spirit and in Truth --- 


«© we do ſincerely acknowledge, that all the Bleſſings 
we receive come from Him; and when in a word, 


«© we perform all thoſe Duties to Him which we owe 


© to the Author of our Being and the Giver of all the 


© Good that we enjoy. But if we laugh at all that 
cc js ſacred, or ſet about the Performances of it in ſo 
light a manner as ſhew how little we Believe that 


© which we profeſs ; if *tis plain that Prayers and 


© 'Thanksgivings, Worſhip & Sacraments are only 
«© Words or Rites of Form and if the whole Frame 


« of our Lives, and the Diſpoſition of our Hearts, 
«© ſhews that theſe things are only Marks & Diſguiſes 
«« put on to deceive thoſe that have ſome regard to 
© them: then 'tis plain that the Lon p is 20 our 


c Gor. And if He is not our GOD in this firſt 


ce ſence, we have no Reaſon to expect that He ſhould 


be aur Gop long in the ſecond ſence of theſe 
T Words, that is, that He will Protect and Defend us: 


cc He | 


— __ 


« cording to the P 
« the Earth; i. e. the Defence of the Land, belong 
« 50 GO D. And how unworthy ſoever thoſe that 
« have made Him their Gor, may have been of that 


— dc ,,,, ,,,, er So ES ne A hte De 8 


Ruiſed up, & tt 
te He is 4 Son and a Speild, and will. give both 
« Grace and Glory; but this Bleſſedneſs comes only 
ce on r hoſe that as in Him. It is certain, that ac- 


raſe in the Pſalms, the ſbeilds of 


« Relation; yet till their Sins grow up to that Hight 
« that He will throw them off, He will continue to 
« watch over them with fo diſtinguiſhing a Provi- 


« dence, that all the World ſhall ſee that His Eyes + 


« are upon thoſe that fear Him and that hope in his 


| & Mercy. 


Zur we muſt now paſs on to ſhow, 


II. Ta av His ſpecial Providence is to be acknows. 
ledged in Bringing Perſons to the chief Place of 


| Power among them. 


So the People did in the Text before us, and here- 
in have given a fair Example and pointed out the 
commendable Practice to be obſerved by others. So 
it as well becomes all other People in the like Events 
of Providence, and the wiſe and pious will be inclined 
to follow them. They will ſee a ſpecial Providence 
at work in theſe great affairs, and pay their ſuitable 


acknowledgments and adorations to it. 


By Special: Providence I mean the Bleſſed Gop 
Himſelf, by his ſecret Influence on Second Cauſes, 
conducting Men to Seats of Dignity and Power, which 
He would have them both to fill and beautify, 

Ap that there is a Providence in General over 
the whole Material and Moral World, is evident both 
from Screprure and Reaſon. 5 

Tu Paſſages in the Sacred Oracles are numbers 
leſs to teſtify --- That as He made, ſo He conftantly 
upholds & governs all things by his almighty Power 
and Wiſdom : That He does whatever pleaſes Him 
both in Heaven and Earth: That all he 3 
| 9 95 e : .ICcation 


* 


that He pulls down the Mighty from their Seats and 
_ advances others according to his Sovereign Pleaſure. 


a Providence, both from the very Being & Perfection 
of G O D, from the very nature of created Subſtances, 
and from the State and Order of things in theſe lower 


Fon as Hz muſt have brought all things beſides 
have ated as a wiſe and qo. po Agent: He muſt 


and Qualities, and placed them in ſuch Scituations, a 

through all their Succeſſive Train of Changes, moſt 

exactly to anſwer his wiſe Deſigns. And the fame 

Deſigns, accompanied with his pang =. Power and 
e 


ed; and in order unto this; to take effectual Care of 

all his Works both to Preſerve and Govern them, 
_ 1 Ends of making them are perfectly accomp- 

C | 1 


ts cum Rulers 


Creation are under his Direction and fulfill his Wotd: 
and that He rules according to his will both among 
Angels & Men: That not a little Sparrow, nor yet; 


ſingle Hair falls to the Ground without Him: That! 


we live and move and have our Being in Him : And 
 Anv if we apply to Reaſon, we may clearly learn 


Parts of the Creation 
Himſelf, trom nothing into Being, He muſt in this 


have given them all, their various Conſtitutions Powers 


Wiſdom, muſt needs oblige Him to fee them anſwer- 


On if we look into the Nature of Created Sil. 


ſtances, we ſhall very eaſily diſcover, that both in 
their, cogtinued as well as firſt Exiſtence and Oper: 


tions, they depend on the active Power or perpetual 
Influx of Him that made them. For they could not 


poffibly be any other then what his Power effected: 
and therefore when that Power ſhall ceaſe its Influ- 
ence, they muſt needs be where they were before. The 


Force of that active cauſe determining, to whoſe In- 


fluence alone they owe their Power and Being, they! 
muſt needs return to Inactivity and Nothing. 


- Any if we ſtrictly ſearch into the Natural State 
and Courſe 12 in theſe lower Worlds, we may 
clearly fee the careful, conſtant, wiſe and mighty 


— 
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ded it don't unite, or too far off; it will immediately 


receive a new and amazing Force ta turn it back into 


it's due Point of Diſtance ; 9nd even there will be 

in ſuch a certain meaſure, 
to preſerve it from wandering or being eaſily driven 
away. By ſuch Means as theſe the Regulation, of 
this lower, World is kept from Age to Age, and with- 


2 conſtant Power exerted, in 


% Iq ß 1 8 

Bur I muſt zeſtrain my ſelf from launching oui 
into this ſurprizing Argument. In ſhort, Na- 
zure bares her lively witneſs both to the Being, At- 
tributes & Providence of Gop: and the farther we 


out them all things would quickly run into the laſt 


enter into her intimate Receſſes, the moxe ſhe ſhows 
us of his Preſence, Care and active Influence & Go- 
vernment; like the univerſal Soul and animating Prin- 


cple of all her Powers & Actions. 


Axp now ſhall we ſee theſe things, and not ac- 

knowledge & adore a Providence in all thoſe Changes 
& ns. of Men the nobleſt. Parts of this 

lower Creation, and eſpecially great Companies n 


that affect the 
Collections of them? Does. the glorious Cop take 
care of mere Inanimates that cannot know & praiſe 
him, and not of us, and eſpecially of thoſe that are 


his devoted People ? Are there none of 2 
+2 - A . G . * 4 P + 2 
bly be unconeerned for them And is there any Tem 


Men that own, adore & ſerve Him; or can 


* 


poral Thing, wherein He can ſo much expreſs his Care, 


pi raiſing up Men of ſingular Integrity & Skill, and 


ringing 


th em to the chief Place of Power among 


Bo ninuteſt Atom thro'out this mighty Frame 
of Beings, be either plac'd too near to others, provi- 
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I. addy allo ir, that in his righteous and hoi) 
Providence, "He may alſo raiſe up either weak, d 
able Men, that Thall yet be wicked and even skilful 
both to vex and ruin: And theſe He may ſet over a 
People He loves, for their Correction; or a provoking 


' * 
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People, for their dreadful Scourge and Puniſhment, 
And even in ſuch Events as theſe, his holy Providence 
s ftill to be adored with deep Abaſement & Repen. 
tance; but in the other, with the higheſt Gratitude 
Ap for the Manner of his over-ruling Providence 

| In the moral World; It is enough to 8 He has 
milions of 58 9 both Good & Bad at his Direction, 
the one to order and the other to permit, that have a 


near Aeceſs to the Minds of Men, and a vaſt but im- 


rceptible Influence on them. Or if theſe mighty 
ntelligences can't ſuffice; the Hearts of Kings and 
all others are in the Hands of Gop, and He can tum 
their Inclinations which way He pleaſes, and ſuggeſt 
the Thoughts that move & govern them, tho? her 
T oor... oy oe on 
Bur *tis high time that we now ſhow wr 
III. Tur it is io Feed & Guide his People as 4 
SazrarD, that He thus advances Rulers over 
Wx have already hinted that theſe are Paſtoral 
Alluſions : and they can't be limited to the Particulat 
Branches here ſpecified, but carry in them all the 
Offices of a faithful SyuzranpD towards his Flock. 
And how beautifully are they repreſented to us, even | 
by David himſelf, in the following Paſſages e He 
8 will not let them want: He maketh them to lie 
e down in Green Paſtures : He leadeth them beſide 
e the ſtill Waters: He reſtores their Souls: He lead- } 
« eth them in the Paths of Righteouſneſs: and in 
ce their darkeſt and moſt dangerous Hours He will be 
© with them, with his Rod and Staff to defend and 


ec comfort them. 
1 | 


c ws 


ſerve in General, What _ of Tender Cure 


ſelves to Reſt or Pleaſures, when their very, 
z to watch 


ſented. And to anſwer theſe grate 


Raiſed up, &c. 


1 


waar an entertaining Comment might eaſily bs 
made on this Diſcription: But I may only now ob- 


and 
Gentleneſs are theſe, and when applied to Rulers, 26 
our Text diredts ur; what great concern for their 
Peoples univerſal Safety 5 Welfar S and Tranqui lity, an 4 
hat Fatigues and Labours to profes them, are here 
ſhadowed out by theſe Poeti Expreſſions. bY 


al 
How inconſiſtent with the very firſt Gprincipal Idea 
carried in this Alluſion, are both Severity and Rigour 
on the one hand, as alſo Indolepce and Negligence 
on the other, in Civil Rulers, to whom the Care aid 
Wellfare of a numerous People are committed. How 


blame worthy would Shepards be to treat theiEtocks 


with Cruelty, which they are appointed to protect 
from every Injury ? And how abſurd to give up _ 5 
ulinels 
zoth Day and Night for their Security and 
Quiet. Te N e eee 


Bu theſe Expreſſions then, both the Offices, Degn 
and Spirit of Civil Rulers are very ſtrongly repre- 
| } | ul Characters and 

the chief End of their Advancement, they arg carefully 


to attend the Publick Welfare : they are to look 


round about their People on every Side to ſee if any 
Danger threatens, and to defend them againſt all their 
Enemies: And in ſhort they are to take ſuch care of their 


People's Intereſt and Safety; as that we may intirely 


— 
* 


confide in their Integrity and Vigilance, and as the 


Apoſtle ſpeaks, may lead a peareable and quier Life 


in all GoJlinefs and Honeſty, while they are caring for 
es wen PO ago orc: be 


Ap as for Gentlene/3 of Government, Indeavours | 


to oblige their People, and even Patience under hizh 


Affronts & Injuries; to imitate the admirable Example 


of Dav1v; who appears to be one of the mildeſt Men 


in Government that ever was. T ſhall only give a 


fngle Inſtance of the laſt mentioned Virtue. He 


forgave his open Enemies & Rebels, and even thoſe 
: that ſought his Life and curs'd him to hh Face and in, 


©, 


63 W 


and diſtinguiſhing Incoyragers of the Pious and 


* 


* civil Rulers | 


the very ſight of his own Army, upon their Returnin 
to him in "eel yes dence of Morey: and prof 
their Repentance : and after a great and dangerous 
Rebellion, he ſeverely chid the Sons of Zerviah, for 
_ ex.jIting' his Revenge, and would not ſuffer a Man to 
be put to Death that Day in J/7ael, 2 Sam. x1x. 22, 


In fine we muſt remember, they are Rur kxs of a 
| Rut:1610vs PxoPLE that we are now conſidering, 

And it would be the plaineſt Contradiction thereforg 
to the great Delign of their being advanc'd by Gon 


the Government of ſuch a People which He call 


is own, to neglect the moſt precious Intereſt of all 
others, of the greateſt Moment both to the People 
and to the Rulers alſo, and which Gop Himſelf who 
raiſes them has the higheſt value for, By this I can 
mean no other, than the Intereſt of his Reveal'd 
Religion in the Purity and Practice of it. Not the 
narrow and confinꝰd Proſperity of this or that particu- 
lar Church. or Churches, tag groveling and limited 
an Object for the Soul of any Generous Chriſtian; 
But the Proſperity of every religious 3 that 
profeſſes their Subjection to the Laws of Gov, or 
rather the very Practice of theſe Laws themſelves in 
the Lives of Men. And if Righteouſneſs exalts a Na- 
tion, as the wiſeſt of mere Men aſſures us, F It muſt 


needs be both the People's higheſt Intereſt and the 


- Rulers greateſt Buſineſs to promote it: and the Ad- 


vancement of it will in the courſe of things redound | 


to their mutual Satisfaction, Benefit and Honour. 


; Anvp here I need not ſay, of what great Im tt= 


ance tis, to promote Religion, that Rvrzas be them- 
ſelves the Shining Patterns of it among their 25 75 
| * 


tuous of all Perſwaſions; and eſpecially of thoſe that 


dre of Charitable and Benign Principles to all about | 


Tais it is in part to Feed and Gyide them as 2 
Shepard: and this is the great deſign of GO 
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Rais up, err. : 


x ring cog Men to Places of Power and Dignity : amo 
8 1 5 veople, as the Text implies. Nor is our Text 
$ ſingle Inſtance of this great End of their Office, in the 
r . Writings. For of the ancient ſud udges of the 
0 Tribes of Hrael, tis expreſly ſaid, That he Lord 
bs raiſed them up, in Judges II. 16. And having rais'd 
them up, Hz ſays Humlelf, that He commanded them 
3 3 bis Peophe, 2 Sam. vi. 7, and 1 Chr.xv11.6, 
cable to this are Rulers often called Shepards x 
in As acredProphelies ; their Office beinginGoy's ac- 
qunt like cher o order his People with Care & Ten- 
Ame for their beſt advantage, and not to rule with - 
Rigour, or gritiy their Pleaſure to the Ty of any: = 


Aup how agreable 3 i this q0't the notion v. have 
of the Goodneſs of G O ho muſt needs require. 

that the great Men of the World, whom He raiſes to 
act as chief Officers under Him, , ſhould be as like 
Him as poſſible in their adminiſtration of Government. 
For ever awake and attentive to the State of his Peo- 
ple eſpecially : flow to Anger and bead. in Mercy, 
ready to Pardon, and abundant in odnels even ts ve 
the yathankful and evil. — : 


Bor we muſt baden on ito ſhow in the 


TV. and laſt place, THAT it is their own great 
and laſting Honour as well as his People's e 5 
20 af theſe chief Ends of their Exaltation, and to 
Toy and Guide them wit, 2. rity and Stelfulneſs. 


To Feed them with Integri ity of Heart is to 
manage all things among —_ with an honeſt and 
— Intention, and this both with reſpect to Go 
who - raiſes them, as alſo to his People that are gover- 1 
ned by them (n ) It is to adore the Providence that N 
conducts and carries them to their exalted Stations, co 5 
keep the great End of Gop in their conſtant View, 
and ſincere y im 2 theFulfilment of it it; fo that 
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they may throwout their whole Adminiſtration ap. 
prove themſelves to Him whoſe Eye is always en 
them, and who will ſurely call them to an account 
of the Execution of their Charge. It is allo to level 
their Deſigns at the Publick Good: To preſerve their 
| Word as Sacred; and their Adminiſtration free from 
Partiality, 3 » Wrong, or whatever is grie- 
vous to intelligent & ſober People. And as their 
People ſhould in Duty and Gratitude afford them 
ſuch an Honourable Maintenance as may ſecure them 
from A 3 ſo every Species of Bribery ot 
diſpoſing of Offices more for gain then merit, will be 


Amp how well is nee Joined with Integrity? 
without which the former cou'd not deſerve the ſub- 
lime name of Wiſdom, but the mean character of 
Deceit and Craft for their own Intereſt; * For | 
Miſdom in a Ruler is a Publick Virtue, that deliber- 
ates according to Conſcience, Reaſon, Juſtice and the 
Nature of things, and then determins on thoſe Actiotm 
that are honeſt, honourable and for the Good of the 
Publick. And to Guide with Skilfulneſs of Hands ' 
8 to get a true and thorough Intelligence of the 
State of their People, to penetrate as far as 1 
into all the multiplying Tendencies of preſent Appear- 
ances, to compare as many Circumſtances as pothble 
955 ether; and then to apply their utmoſt Skill and 
Labour to prevent all threatning Evils, and to Guide 
the Publick Affairs to the beſt Advantage, and this 
not only for the Preſent but alſo Future Egner em 


Any here I might mention ſeveral excellent Heads 
of Publick Wiſdom recommended both by Gentile 
and Chriſtian Moralifts Such as to ſecure the Cha- 
racter of Moderation, Juſtice, Honeſty and a Concern | 
for the Good of the people; and thereby acquire 
their Love and Confidence, without which there can 
never be an Adminiſtration happy. To prefer the 
more momentous things to thoſe that are indifferent, 
and that which is honeſt to that which is profieghe- 
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ud Honour in all Ages, 
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ro pry into the Councils of Enemies. To be cau- 
tious of great & needleſs Innovations. Lo guard againſt 
Miſinformers, Flatterers, and all thoſe Perſons who 
eafily ſpeak evil of others, or ſeek to. raiſe a Prejudice 
and promote Diviſions ; eſpecially of a Publick | Na- 
ture. To be Terrors to thoſe who are of no. Repy- 
tation forVirtue,who are the general offence and con- 
tempt of the People; and to ſmile upon Perſons. of 
Wiſdom and Credit. And in fine, To incourage Re- 
liglon, Juſtice and 'Temperance, the natural and fruit- 
ful Source of all PrWaray. oo in ES. 
Ix ſuch things as theſe no doubt did Day, excell 


as the Text implies, and agreable to thoſe excellent 


Rules He propos'd to Himſelf at his Entrance into his 
Government, as we find recorded in. the CI. Pſalm. 

« ] will behave my ſelf wiſely in a perfect way: I will 

© walk in my Houſe with a perfect Heart: I will ſet 
«© no wicked thing before mine Eyes: I hate the 
te work of them that turn aſide, it thall not cleave to 
© me. A froward Heart ſhall depart from me: Iwill 


| © not know a wicked Perſon : Whoſo privily ſlanders 


cc his Neighbour, Him will I cut off: Him that has a 
© high look and a proud Heart will not I ſuffer. 
« Mine Eyes ſhall be upon the Faithful of the Land, 
te that they may dwell with me: He that walketh in 
« a perfect way, He ſhall ſerve me: He that works 
te Deceit ſhall not dwell in my Houſe : He that tell- 
ce eth Lies ſhall not tarry in 4 30 I will early. 
“ deſtroy all the wicked of the Land; that I may cut 
«© off all wicked Doers from the City of the Lord. 


Ax now How Happy were the people, thin 


you, under his wiſe and upright Adminiſtracion ! 


while He was ſeeking the Wealth and Defence of his 
People, ſpeakin Friendſhip and Peace to them, and 


ruling with Faithfulneſs and Equity; Judgment rolled 


down among them as Waters, and Righteouſneſs. as 
a mighty Stream: Peace was within their Walls and 


Proſperity among their Palaces :| And they have here 


reported his auſpicious Government to his Renown 
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Os che other hand, look into the Books of the 
Kings & Chronicles; ard how offenſive and contemp. 
tible do the Wicked Governours of the Tribes g 
Trae appear? They that were given * to Atheilm 
and Licericiouſnefs on the one hand, or bi 
| Idolatry, Superſtition & uninſtituted Rites. of Worſhi 
on the other. Religion langulſhed, and therewith < 
manner of enormous and deſtructive Vices grew bold 
and rampant, till every thing was thrown: into Con- 
fuſion, and the People bro?t to the Brink of Ruin, 


Sacred; which will render their Names moſt dear and 


15 


otted to 


4 


But when an As; an HEZERII 15 Josi an riſes — 
How lovely do the Men appear 
vives, and therewith Juſtice, Honeſty and every Pub- 
lick and Private Virtue, the Civil State is reſtored 
and ſettled; and the People with their Rulers flouriſh 
in Succels and Riches. And what Superiour Honours 
are thereby reflected on thoſe wife and upright Go- 
vernours? They were the Joy of their People while 
they liv'd, were greatly lamented when they came to 
die: their Memories are precious for ever, and their 
a very Names are mentioned with pleaſure in every 
"Aion: PP 


Religion now re 


Ap thus have we in ſome meaſure illuſtrated 
5 theſe obervakle Pallages 2 7 


Ax now what remains, bat that we IxrROrt 


them by conſidering ſeriouſly our own high and holy 


RxLATION to the Glorious Gop, as the Gop of our 
Fathers, and our as well as their Covenant Gon and 
5 . with the multiplied and ſolemn Ingage- 
; ents 


we are under to love and honour him, and to 
obſerve all his Laws and Inſtitutions for ever. 


Tua we allo adore his deſtinguilhing Favour in 
Ce 


oviding for us ſo many excellent Govz a novss, 


Chat have faithfully ſerved this People in thoſe noble 
Intereſts which they always accounted their - greateſt 
from thi very 3 , Viz. the Intereſt of Scriptu- 

i 


ral and ſincere Religion and Liberty both Civil and 


AN» 


honoured ta all Poſterity, © 


a 


"Raiſed up, &; Kc: 


As with cur 
Sovzx nous and late Commander. in chief, for all 


chat render affection He has born to. this Peo e, 


Impartiality and and Moderation Government , — the 


Care, Zeal, Fatigue, Circum ion and Diligence, 


wherewith He 25 attended the Publick Affairs, an 


ſou e chat we follow Him | 
— our moſt Rlefings and 3 e 


as long as He lives. 


Ta ar we moſt heartily welcome our Pa Rur 
CoMMANDER 1Nn CnIET into our Province, and to 


the 3 Chair of Government in it : that we 
adore the hand of Gon in bringing a Perſon of ſuch 


guide this People, 


eminent 'Talents to watch over 
and take care of our Intereſts : that we treat Him Fiir 


Honour as becomes his Birth, his Perſon, his Com- 
miffion and Dignity : that in our ſeveral places we 
oy to render his Government eaſy to Him, and 
ppi o us and our Country: that his Councellours 
im their true Informations & faithful Advices: 


i t our Commons in alerting our Liberties, may do 


It with Decency : that the People be Quiet as the 


Apoſtle exhorts them * and that we be all ſubmiſſive 


to his legal Authority. In fine, that we continually 
Pray for the Spirit of Grace and Wiſdom to be poured | 
out, upon Him in the moſt plentiful meaſures ; that 


He may Feed and Guide this r with an a 


Heart and with a Skilful Hand. 4 


| Aun for You Excatrance KR 


WX ſincerely Congratulate Your: fafe Abel We 5 
teceive Vou as a 5 e ſent both from GOD and 


the KI Me, to Feed and Guide us. We behold and 
value you as the Son of a FA TER . illuſtrious for 


bis open and ſteady Zeal for Liberty both Civil and 


— and the Proteſtant Suction on | which * 


1 Thel. IV. 


1 
hearty. Thanks to our 11 LUTENANT 


His example and countenancin *; Virtue and Piety, His : 
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depends 2 for the great. part He bare in the ono oy 


Revolution; for his Generous and Cathblick Karity ; 
for his earneſt . Amr a farther Reformation: 
tor the Indirnities He futfered-for all theſe things; and 
for his great Expreſſions of Kindneſs to this & Tag 
told our Agent, + © That He would: openly ftand 


cc up for us, and notwithſtanding all the obl 
c that would be caſt upon Him for it, He would 
cc plead our Cauſe; and when our CHARTER ſhould 
"TS 5 55 be conſidered in the Hovsz os Lok ps, 
cc He would there publickly declare, That there was 
ce à greater Sacredneſs in the CARTER of NRW. 
«© ENGLAND, then in thoſe of the Corporations in 
© ENGLAND For thoſe were only Acts of Grace, 
ec whereas the CHARTER of NRw- ENGLAND was 
C a Contract between the Kinc and the Firſt Pa: 
«zentees ; wherein they had promis'd to inlarge the 
ce Kihg's Dominions on their own Charges, provided 
? that they and their Poſterity might enjoy fuch and 
486 ſuch Privileges : and now they had pefform'd their 
re Part, for the King to deprive their Poſterity of the 
cc priviledges therein granted to them, would carry 


* . 177 1 ” 


| Any as we cannot doubt, but that Your Ex- 
CELLENCY is in the ſame noble Sentiments ; fo we 
truſt dur preſent Privileges will be precious to you, as 
well as the Royal Prerogative, and laſe in YourHands. 
and this more eſpecially ſtill, ſince we are a People 
Eknovyn for our univerſal and moſt hearty Attachment 
to the preſent happy Succtss10n IN THE Prv- 


TESTANT LINE. * 
* 7 . E A 1 a „ ˙O ö HE TONS 
Tur WWK Excellency will protect TARA 
Cuvxchxs, which differ chiefly from the ChyRchS 
or EncLanD in theſe o things, that our Clergy. 

do nothing in our Adminiſtrations without the Con. 
ſent of our People, and that we take the inſpited. 
. — — 3 59 | 8 

t Dr. Inereaſe Mather; as I have heard Him often ſay. 
Ave Eo: oy Om 


W 
— 


1 » 
- 


1 
Be. 


mong us. 


a — — — 
1 > 


Raiſed up, &c .- 23 


Stripruyes for our only Canon of Eccleſiaſtical In- 
ſtitutions: whereas in their z20th Article, they aſſume 
the Power of adding other Inſtitutions not 
in the Sacred Writings; 77 their Clergy don't allow 
their ow People thoſe Liberties whic "appre- | 
hend that by the Laws of CHAN 1 s 7 and Nature © 
they have a ight to Claim. And we rather confide 

in Yours ExczLLzncv's Smiles upon us for dur 


a that while many of their high- 


flying Members confine the Validity of Miniſterial 
Orders to their own Community and deny it to ours; 


we make no other Return then this, tho? we were 
Here above threeſcore Years before them, and are as 


I ſuppoſe in this Country above a hundred Freeholders 


to one of them, that we readily own the Validity of 
theirs as well as of all other Proteſtant Orders what- 
ever, and deſire to live in Peace and Charity with 


them. a EY . 


 Trar Your ExckLTLEN Y will alſo Favour our 
Correct, which our Fore-fathers began to ran 


for within Seven Years after their Arrival in this part 
of the Country, and for © this Ninery Wars has 
Flouriſhed in Learning, Virtue and Liberty; and 
Preſerve it from every Incroachment that may be 


attempted againſt it, contrary to the known Intentions 


of its Original Founders and Succeſfive Indowers. 


Bur above all, and ſo to Conclude It is our 


greateſt Concer n thit Yovr 4 Exc ELLENC Y, will 


countenance VIX TvR & PET not only With us, 
but alſo. in eons of every other Denomination a- 


Truth may mech, een that Truth may ſpring 
out of the Earth, and Righteouſneſs may look down 
from Heaven, and the Logp our Gop may Five that 
a> x is Good, and our Land may yield her in- 
ereaſe. 8 —_— OE on | 


5 2 + . 
jr" 4 . 


preſcribed 


We _ appre-  / 


That fo this which we account our Glory 
may continue to dwell in, qur.Land, that Mercy and 


D _— 
ag. g . 


r 2 — e e , —_ 
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that cometh to Feed this Peo 7275 in the name the Toe 
of the Lonp, Pal. vrt. 25 26. 


„ Civil Rulers. Raiſed 1 Kc. 
Ax for theſe great Ends — as the , People 
Prieſts of Isn Jon, in 28 of AM: | 
the Courts of the T 5 when He firſt appeared 
as their Ruler among ſo we earneſtly Y. Pray, 


Save now we bejeech hee 9 Loxy.! O Loa we 


beſeech Thee ſend 77 Proſperity : Sleſed 0 He 
Lok p, and we wiſh you A B 


ſing out N * 


Au v. with the Prayer of Davin to 'c0D for | 


His People, let us all now chearfully unite & cloſe --- 


Plal. xxvzii. 9. Save Tux ProPLE,. and Bleſs 


'THINE INHERITANCE : Feed them alſo 1 1 s 
hem 1 poo ever. 8851 by, 
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